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Training Monitoring for NSF

Awards The UC Merced Institutional Review Board (IRB) is in the process of

. Meet the RCI Staff reviewing and updating their policies and procedures in preparation for The
Consortium for Applied Research Ethics Quality (CARE-Q) certification!
CARE-Q is a quality assurance program developed at the University of
California and Stanford University to provide external, independent evaluation
of IRB offices. The goal of CARE-Q is to assure that each IRB office has
clearly written procedures for protecting human research participants that
accurately conform to regulatory requirements and are being followed

consistently.
UC Merced Maintains Full AAALAC Accreditation!

UC Merced continues to be part of the more than 1,100 companies,
universities, hospitals, government agencies and other research institutions in
50 countries/regions who have earned AAALAC accreditation, demonstrating
our commitment to responsible animal care and use. The AAALAC
International accreditation program evaluates organizations that use animals in
research, teaching or testing. Those that meet or exceed AAALAC standards
are awarded accreditation. The Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee
(IACUC) office would like to thank all those involved in maintaining
AAALAC Accreditation!


https://careq.ucsd.edu/
https://www.aaalac.org/

Post Approval Monitoring Program (PAM)

The Research Compliance and Integrity Office is finalizing procedures for a post approval monitoring
program to monitor IACUC-approved research protocols. The PAM policies and procedures will be
finalized by the end of the year and monitoring will start sometime next year. We will share more
information about the PAM program with IACUC researchers in the next few months. Contact Assistant
Director of Research Subjects, Danielle Benziger, with questions or comments about the PAM program.

NASA Conflict of Interest (COIl) Policy

On August 21, 2023, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) announced new conflict
of interest (COI) disclosure requirements. These requirements are nearly identical to existing National
Science Foundation (NSF) disclosure requirements. Details of the new requirements may be found here and
goes into effect on December 1, 2023. Starting 12/1/2023, applicants to NASA must disclose project-
related financial interests for themselves and all other project investigators at the proposal submission
stage. Visit the RCI website on NASA COI for detailed information about this new COI policy as well as
the COI disclosure process.



mailto:ddaire@ucmerced.edu
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/08/31/2023-18802/conflict-of-interest-policy-for-recipients-of-nasa-financial-assistance-awards
https://rci.ucmerced.edu/coi/federal-disclosures/nsf-and-other-non-phs-disclosures#:~:text=Significant%20Financial%20Interest%E2%80%9D%3F-,Significant%20Financial%20Interest,-is%20defined%20as
https://rci.ucmerced.edu/coi/federal-disclosures/nsf-and-other-non-phs-disclosures

Responsible Conduct of Research Training Monitoring for NSF Awards

In the Summer RCI Newsletter, we shared that National Science Foundation (NSF) revised its
Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) Training requirements to include that the Principal Investigators
and all senior personnel undergo RCR training for all proposals submitted after July 31,2023. All
individuals supported by NSF funds (for awards proposed after July 31, 2023) must complete RCR
training within 90 days of the start of their engagement in the NSF-supported project. The RCI Office
will monitor RCR training to ensure that our NSF researchers are adhering to the revised NSF RCR

policy.
The Research Compliance and Integrity Office provides the following RECR trainings options.

1. Online Training: UC Merced has contracted with the Collaborative Institutional Training
Initiative (CITI) to provide online training in RCR.

UC Merced instructions for using the CITI course

Go to the CITI homepage and reqgister to get started

The RCR courses available on CITI include:

o Biomedical Responsible Conduct of Research Course: For investigators, staff
members and students in biomedical research

« Social and Behavioral Responsible Conduct of Research Course: for investigators,
staff members and students in social and behavioral research

e Physical Science Responsible Conduct of Research Course: for investigators, staff
members and students in physical science research

« Humanities Responsible Conduct of Research Course: for investigators, staff members
and students with an interest or focus in humanities research

If you are unsure which course to select, please contact the Office of Research Compliance and
Integrity at rci@ucmerced.edu

2. In-Person Training: The Office of Research Compliance and Integrity will perform in-person
RCR training for lab groups, graduate groups or classes, post-doctorate groups, etc., by request.
All in-person training sessions must have at least eight people in attendance. To set up an in-
person RCR training session for any campus group, please contact RCl@ucmerced.edu.
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https://rci.ucmerced.edu/sites/rci.ucmerced.edu/files/documents/rci_newsletter_summer_2023.pdf
http://www.citiprogram.org/citidocuments/citiinstructions.htm
http://www.citiprogram.org/
mailto:dmotton@ucmerced.edu
mailto:RCI@ucmerced.edu.

Meet The RCI Staff

Leslie Teixeira-Porto, MA Danielle Dai’'Re, MA Chou Xiong

Assistant Vice Chancellor Assistant Director, Research Subjects Research Compliance Analyst, COI,

& Export Control Officer Protection Export Controls, Foreign Engagement,
(209) 228-4613, (209) 259-8335 (209) 228-4805 RCR, Research Security
Iteixeira@ucmerced.edu ddaire@ucmerced.edu (209) 228-0089

cxiong51@ucmerced.edu

Rhanda Rylant Isaura Macias Shamima Islam
Research Compliance Analyst, IRB Research Compliance Analyst, IACUC Research Compliance
(209) 228-4450 imacias@ucmerced.edu Analyst, COI, Export
rrylant2@ucmerced.edu Controls, Foreign
Engagement, RCR, Research
Security
Contact the RCI Office sislam9@ucmerced.edu
Mailing Address: Telephone:
Office of Research Compliance and Integrity 209-228-4805
University of California, Merced
5200 N. Lake Road General Email:
Merced, CA 95340 rci@ucmerced.edu
IRB: irboffice@ucmerced.edu
Campus Internal Mailing Address: IACUC: iacucoffice@ucmerced.edu
Office of Research Compliance and Integrity Export Controls: exportcontrols@ucmerced.edu
Downtown Campus Center Building COl: COl@ucmerced.edu

Foreign Engagements: foreignengagement@ucmerced.edu
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